
Lifespan, several Rhode Island physician groups form independent physician association 
Community Physician Partners, Inc., includes Anchor Medical Associates, Medical Associates of Rhode Island, 
University Internal Medicine and University Medicine

PROVIDENCE – On April 28, Lifespan 
announced the formation of Commu-
nity Physician Partners, Inc., (CPP) an 
independent physician association that 
includes Anchor Medical Associates, 
Medical Associates of Rhode Island, 
University Internal Medicine and Uni-
versity Medicine, all in partnership 
with Lifespan.  

The creation of CPP allows the phy-
sician groups to remain independent 
yet contract with health insurers in 
partnership with Lifespan to share 

responsibility for total cost and quality 
of care delivered in their patient-cen-
tered medical home practices. Patients 
continue to see their primary care phy-
sician, nurse practitioner, and nurse 
care manager for routine and preven-
tive medical care management as well 
as management of chronic illnesses. 

As an integrated health system pro-
viding care throughout the state, Lifes-
pan and CPP seek to streamline and 
enhance the delivery of health care for 
their patients. The CPP was founded 
by Anchor, Medical Associates and 
University Internal Medicine, with 
University Medicine joining in April.

Lifespan President and CEO TIM-

OTHY J. BABINEAU, MD, said this 

new, integrated approach leverages the 
unique strengths of each partner to  
elevate the quality of care. 

“We strongly believe that the primary  
care physician must 
take center stage in our 
efforts to deliver care in 
an extremely cost effective 
way and, importantly, in a 
way that clearly demon-
strates quality outcomes,” 
said Babineau. 

He added that Lifespan  
is able to support the work  
of the primary care phy-
sician by easing some of 
their business burdens, 
giving them quick easy 
access to electronic records and pro-
viding them full access to the depth 
and talent of specialty physicians with 
Lifespan. 

Approximately 170 primary care 
physicians throughout most parts of 
the state are members of the CPP. 
Anchor Medical Associates has prac-
tices located in Lincoln, Providence 
and Warwick; Medical Associates of 
Rhode Island has practices located in 
Bristol and East Providence; University 
Internal Medicine practice is located in 
Pawtucket; and University Medicine 
has practices located in Providence and 
its surrounding communities. 

“There is a strong desire for pri-
mary care physicians to want to go it 
alone, but in this day and age, we just 
can’t,” said DAVID A. MARCOUX, MD, 
co-founder of University Internal Med-
icine and president of CPP. “The beauty 
of Community Physicians Partners 

is that we still have the autonomy to 
treat our patients in the manner we 
believe most appropriate, but with the 
incredible bench support of the Life-

span network of specialty physicians 
and infrastructure assistance, which 
frees up precious time for the primary 
care doctor to do what he or she does 
best – care for the patient.”

NATHAN BERAHA, MD, medical 
director at Anchor Medical, added, 
“The most significant shift, however, 
is that we are now in the role of quar-
terback for our patients and are able 
to consult specialists with ease, such 
as with cardiologists, brain surgeons, 
cancer specialists, all of whom are 
working on the same team. This is 
accomplished in a cohesive way, not a 
fragmented one.” He continued, “All 
aspects of the patient’s care is known 
to us and we are able to serve as guide 
and advocate, which hopefully reduces 
time in a hospital emergency room, 
reduces unnecessary tests and stream-
lines the delivery of care.” v

“The most significant shift, however, is that 

we are now in the role of quarterback for our 

patients and are able to consult specialists  

with ease, such as with cardiologists, brain  

surgeons, cancer specialists, all of whom are 

working on the same team. This is accomplished 

in a cohesive way, not a fragmented one.”

—Nathan Beraha, MD, medical director  
   of Anchor Medical

“There is a strong desire for primary 

care physicians to want to go it alone, 

but in this day and age, we just can’t.”

   —David A. Marcoux, MD,     
      co-founder of University Internal  
      Medicine, president of CPP.
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