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RIMS President Kathleen Fitzgerald, 
MD and Michael Migliori, MD fit 
children with bike helmets at Notre 
Dame Ambulatory Center in Central 
Falls on May 6. RIMS handed out 
more than 300 helmets to RIte Care-
eligible children ages eight and under.

RIMS bike helmet 
give-away 2006
Again this year, the Rhode 
Island Medical Society distrib-
uted more than 300 helmets  
to Rite Care children, thanks  
to the generosity of RIMS 
members and the support  
of the RIMS Foundation.  
The give-away was held at the 
Notre Dame Ambulatory Cen-
ter in Central Falls on May 6. 
 We thank the following 
RIMS members who gener-
ously supported the program 
this year.  

RIMS EVENT

n The Rhode Island Society of  
Eye Physicians and Surgeons has  
new officers:  
EZRA L. GALLER, MD, President 
PHILIP R. RIZZUTO, MD, Vice President  
ROBERT H. JANIGIAN, JR., MD, Secretary 
DAVID R. RIVERA, MD,Treasurer  
RISEPS officers serve two-year terms. 

n ELIZABETH LAPOSATA MD, is the new 
President of the Rhode Island Medical 
Women’s Association. She succeeds  
DIANE SIEDLECKI, MD. RIMWA officers 
serve one-year terms. 

n The Rhode Island Orthopedic Society 
has installed a new leadership team:  
MARK COPPES, MD, President  
DAVID MOSS, MD, Vice President  
JOSEPH LIFRAK, MD, Secretary/Treasurer  
KENNETH CATALLOZZI, MD,  
 First Past President.  
IRA SINGER, MD, Councilor  
GREG AUSTIN, MD, First Past Councilor 
MICHAEL BELANGER, MD, and  
RICHARD TEREK, MD, At Large Members 
RIOS officers serve two-year terms. 

n The Rhode Island Chapter of the 
American College of Surgeons has  
new officers:  
JOHN ISAAC, MD, President  
MARLENE CUTITAR, MD, President-elect 
STEPHEN MIGLIORI, MD, Secretary 
DIETER POHL, MD, Treasurer  
RIACS officers serve a two-year terms.

n MICHAEL COBURN, MD, of Warwick 
has received a three-year appointment 
as Cancer Liaison Physician for the 
cancer program at Kent County Memo-
rial Hospital. Cancer Liaison Physicians 
are part of cancer programs approved 
by the American College of Surgeons 
Commission on Cancer, a consortium of 
professional organizations dedicated to 
improving the survival and quality of 
life for cancer patients.  

n FRANCIS X. BASILE, MD, and FREDRIC 

V. CHRISTIAN, MD, have been appointed 
to the Board of Directors of Blue Cross & 
Blue Shield of Rhode Island. 

n L. MCTYEIRE “MACK” JOHNSTON, MD, 
has been named Chief Medical Officer  
of Neighborhood Health Plan. 

n Questions on Medicare’s Physician 
Voluntary Reporting Program?
CMS has added a FAQ section to  
the PVRP website at:  
www.cms.hhs.gov/PVRP/Downloads/
PVRPFAQs20060518.pdf.

n How to get your National  
Provider Identifier (NPI)  
By May 23, 2007, every physician who 
files any claims electronically must use 
a new 10-digit NPI for all claims activity 
(not just Medicare). The NPI will replace 
all other identifiers that doctors and pay-
ers use. Institutions will need to have an 
NPI too. Medicare began accepting the 
NPI in January 2006, and most insurers 
will be required to accept it by May 2007. 
The AMA is still pressuring CMS to make 
sure the NPI is as secure from discovery 
and abuse as possible. CMS is urging  
physicians to sign up for their NPI well 
before next year’s deadline, saying claims 
may otherwise be delayed or rejected.  
 Physicians can apply online at https://
nppes.cms.hhs.gov or by telephone at 
800-465-3203.  

n 75% of all health insurance claims 
are now being submitted electronically, 
according to America’s Health Insurance 
Plans (AHIP), up 31% over four years ago. 

n Six million Americans now have  
high-deductible plans, the U.S. Gov- 
ernment Accountability Office reported  
in May 2006, an increase of 100% over a 
year ago. About 4% of employers offered 
high-deductible plans in 2005. Only 1% 
offered them in 2004.  
 Modern Healthcare reports that some 
clinical laboratories are catering to con-
sumers with high-deductible plans (or 
patients who simply want anonymity) 
by allowing consumers to order and pay 
for their own tests without a physician’s 
order. The labs claim they can offer tests 
at lower cost because consumers do not 
cross-subsidize individuals who are not 
able to pay for the tests.  v
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