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Save the Date 

RIMS Annual Banquet  
and Inauguration of Officers

Saturday, September 27 
Reception 6:30pm, Dinner 7:30pm 
Biltmore Hotel, Providence

Charles L. Hill Award Recipients: 
Alvan E. Fisher, MD 
Kenneth H. Mayer, MD 
Physicians for Human Rights

Invitations will be mailed mid-August.

PCPs using EMRs can earn more from BCBSRI 
In March 2007, Rhode Island Blue Cross President Jim Purcell 
announced that his company would increase fees for primary care 
physicians (PCPs) over a three-year period starting August 1, 2007.  
Accordingly, all PCPs (which BCBSRI considers to be internists, 
family physicians, pediatricians, and geriatricians) received an ini-
tial 4 percent increase from Blue Cross effective August 1, 2007, 
and another 3 percent boost on April 1, 2008. 
	 In addition, on July 1, 2008, PCPs who use a “qualified” elec-
tronic medical record (EMR) became eligible to receive an addi-
tional 5 percent increase, and they can also qualify for yet another 
5 percent increase on July 1, 2009. 
	 A “qualified” EMR must have certain functionalities for  
e-prescribing, clinical documentation and care management. In 
addition, in order to be eligible for the higher payment rates, the 
physician must demonstrate use of the EMR’s capabilities to en-
hance patient care. The use of an EMR certified by the Certifica-
tion Commission for Healthcare Information Technology (CCHIT) 
is not required for the 2008 increase, but it will be required for the 
2009 increase. (NOTE: RIMS strongly recommends that physicians 
in the market for an EMR system consider only CCHIT-certified 
products; full information is available at www.cchit.org.) 
	 Physicians seeking to qualify for the EMR fee increases  
must first complete a survey, which is available online in the 
“Providers” section of www.bcbsri.com.  
	 BCBSRI has informed RIMS that physicians have submitted 
only a relatively low number of EMR surveys to date. The  
company says it would like to see all primary care physicians 
who are using a qualified EMR submit an EMR survey and  
qualify for the improved reimbursements.  
	 Fee schedule changes for those who qualify will become  
effective 60 days after the first of the month following approval  
of the EMR. 

Questions can be directed to the BCBSRI Physician and Provider 
Service Center at 401-274-4848 or 1-800-230-9050.

New avenue for dialogue with the RI Blues

In 2007, the Rhode Island Medical Society and Blue Cross 
& Blue Shield of Rhode Island, along with the national Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield Association, most Blues plans nation-
wide and several other state medical societies, arrived at a 
settlement of a class action lawsuit that had been brought in 
2002 by the state medical societies. The settlement resolved  
a range of issues between the Blues plans and physicians 
regarding claims processing, contracting, and other areas.  
	 One provision of the settlement obligates each Blues plan, 
including BCBSRI, to establish a new avenue of communi-
cation with physicians. The settlement stipulates that the 
members of the new body are to be cooperatively appointed 
by the state medical society and the corresponding Blues.  
	 In Rhode Island, RIMS and BCBSRI have constituted a 
Healthcare Solutions Partnership Committee (HSPC), which 
is charged with identifying, exploring and resolving issues 
arising from the relationships and interactions between and 
among Rhode Island physicians, their patients, and BCBSRI. 
While BCBSRI maintains other structures and  committees 
designed to promote dialogue with community physicians, 
the HSPC was established to meet the specific requirements 
set forth in last year’s settlement agreement. 
	 The twelve-member HSPC is to meet at least every six 
months and is comprised of physicians representing a spec-
trum of specialties. Four were appointed by the Rhode Island 
Medical Society; another four were appointed by BCBSRI. 
Those eight physicians then cooperated in appointing four 
more colleagues.   
	 The HSPC is chaired by Peter Hollmann, MD, an internist 
and Associate Chief Medical Officer of BCBSRI. The other 
members of the Committee are: Nathan Beraha, MD,  
Pediatrics; David Carter, MD, Family Medicine; Marlene 

Cutitar, MD, General Surgery; Nitin Damle, MD, Internal 
Medicine; Vera DePalo, MD, Pulmonary/ Critical Care; 
Kathleen Fitzgerald, MD, Gynecology; Elizabeth Lange, 

MD, Pediatrics; Diane Siedlecki, MD, Internal Medicine; 
Margaret Sun, MD, Family Medicine; Peter Tilkemeier, 

MD, Cardiology; Barry Wall, MD, Psychiatry. 
	 Physicians are encouraged to bring issues or concerns to 
any member of the Committee for consideration at a future 
Committee meeting. Issues may include such things as: 

• Initiatives to improve patient care and clinical quality 

• Initiatives to enhance communication, relations, and coop-
eration between physicians and BCBSRI

• Clinical or administrative matters that affect interactions 
between physicians and BCBSRI

Contact information for each member of the HSPC, future 
Committee meeting dates, and full information about the 
terms of the settlement agreement (known as the Thomas/
Love Settlement) are available in the “Provider” section of 
www.bcbsri.com


